Apoptosis regulators and their role in tumorigenesis.
It has become clear that, together with deregulated growth, inhibition of programmed cell death (PCD) plays a pivotal role in tumorigenesis. In this review, we present an overview of the genes and mechanisms involved in PCD. We then summarize the evidence that impaired PCD is a prerequisite for tumorigenesis, as indicated by the fact that more and more neoplastic mutations appear to act by interfering with PCD. This has made the idea of restoration of corrupted 'death programs' an intriguing new area for potential cancer therapy.